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A NEW ROLE
FOR THE OLD RIO

Its valley no longer
plagued by flash floods,
the big river irrigates

where it once destroyed

THE VALLEY i3 flat and, when imigated, fertile
Truck affic cartying 35 varieties of crops

18 heavy over palm-lined marker roads



BRACEROS ACCOMPARNY trallerload of cabbages from Palin Grove

plantation to truck terminal. They are legally entered farm

warkers from Old Mexico who contract to help valley harvests

CARL SCHUSTER, 37, stcood by a mesquire
tree and looked across his 1,800-acre farm
to where the Rio Grande cutled berween
rich, black banks. He had farmed 20 years
and was lean from hard work and bronze
from those years under the subtropical sun.

His gesture ook in the land, the river.
“Sure,” he drawled, “'this has been ragged
the ‘'magic valley.” Ir 15, oo, Butr a shift in
the wind, or market, can juse as easily shift
it to "tragic.’

“"Don’t misunderstand me, God has been
mighry good to us here on the Rio Grande
We have rich delta land that the old Rio has
hauled down from the Rocky Mountan
country. It's a beauriful, level strip just
abour night for mechanical farming.

“"The climate’s almost tropical, so we can
plant and harvest all year, We've got a fine
labor supply in the Braceros: they're mi-
grant  workers we  contract from  Old
Mexico.” He smiled, "But we also have a
supply of practically every bug known, to
pester us the year around.
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A DIFFEEENT SORT of crop, but high.yielding, are FARLY SRTTLER Benita Garcia TODAY, the 66-yesr-old Garca and
Beashman cattle. They gruze in rich pastores checks depth of cotton seed planced his nephew Henry, 15, can work
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A NEW ROLE FOR THE OLD RIO

THE VALLEY 1 nich, the climate favorable
Bur, lacking water, only mesquite

flourishes on the desolare flurs,

“"But we're short in one department
witer. The Valley's economy depends on
water: how much we get, how we use whiit
we pet.”’

Carl Schusrer had described the situanion
of those who farm the fabulous lower valley
of the Rio Grande —the smip of delta two
to forty miles wide bordering Mexico from
Falcon Dam on the west to Brownsville,
125 miles southeast, and on to the Gulf of
Mexico.

Nartives call the four southermmaost Texas
counties "The Valley.” Synonymous with
much that can be good or bad for agnicul-
ture, its name evokes memones of fortunes
won or lost, bandirs riding out of a mes.
quite jungle to plunder towns, a real estare
boom in the 1920s, and disastrous floods.

The Valley is a dry ferrile land souch of
the 1,000,000-acre King Ranch. It isan area
where great reserves of oil and gas are
being discovered, tourises centers are devel-
oping, and where that agricultural wonder,
the pink grapefruit, is grown.

Historically, it was settled by the Spanish
Jong before sertlements dortted the eastern
United States, Later it was fought over in

the Mexican War of 1846 and the War
Between the States

Farming became possible only after an
uriganon project was started in the 1890s,
when & sugar refinery was buile ar Browns.
ville. But it remained an area of dry, cracked
fiats and mesquite brush from where ban-
dits flourished as late s the 1920s, Then
hard-surfaced rouds tied it mare closely to
markets, and farming became profimable.

The lack of water (annugl rainfall 15 27
nches) has made farming difficult; wo
often 100 much has washed away the
resules of years o make it pay. The history
of The Valley is filled with accounts of
flash Hoods; the channel of the Rio has
been choked with sl and crops spilling
into the Gulf

To stop this waste, and ro stimulace
further development of this rich region, the
goveraments of Mexico and the United
Sutes erected a five-mile-long dam aceoss
the river in 1953 ar o cost of $47 million
Falcon Dam will be joined by two others to
not only retain water for imganon but to
control the tons that once swepr over fields
when the Rio mmpaged.

GROUP OF MEXICAN CHILDEIN make 2 swimming hole of the International

boundary nver, across from Progresso, Texas. Night swimming of adulr

“wetbacks' has halted under pew system of work contracts

NEW UTILITY 300 TRACTOR cleans cana!
bank near Weslaco, Farmens hnance

irrigation canals on cooperative busis,



CARL S3CHUSTER, one of Valley's larger successtul farmers, raises 17 different kinds of vegetables and 600

Santa Gertrudis and Whiteface Herelord cattle on his 1,800 unigated acres. He came to The Valley ac

15, grew up under the sun at San Juan, knows what the Rio's rampages have done to crops and hopes of men

HAND LABOR IN THU RICH FERTILE FLATS is giving way MAN-POWERED, TWO-CAR FERRY at Los Ebanos is an
to mechanization, On Carl Schuster's farm, official poet of entry into United Staces, Custom man waits 50 yards
an International motor truck services tractor in held up dut road. Ferry runs every hour, six days a week



anions, green corn, beans, watermelon,
\pill.ll.h, parsley, broccoll, lettuce, cucum-
bers, cantaloupes and curmps. They are
harvested with the help of the Braceros,
who last year also gathered 400,000 bules
of cotton from the delu.

Braceros make up The Valley's man
work force. The lnuuh-p;ih|ul.'t'ti 'wet-
back™ 15 seldom seen now, except those
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large numbers of tourists and winter resi.
dents. Resort l\.ml-img has increased as The
Valley prepares to harvest from another

source—the tourists streaming through e

and over three main bridges leading to
Old Mexico

CLEALING LAND 13
never-ending choge
. P Strunk draws 3

seven-vard dirt bugey with

- his Internatonal W.9
700,450 valley acres are
irigaied
D r. riciim has an Internationsl
dealership just two blocks away
from the Gateway Brdge spanning
from Brownsville, Tevas, to Old Mexico
=

SUNDAY MORNING the waters of the Rio, stored

in Hatlingen reservoir, are fished by Billy and Everette

Clark and Claude Bushman, of nearhy San Benita




